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Wynantskill Union Free
School District

Superintendent/Principal
Lisa Henkel
283-4600 ext. 14

Assistant Principal
Jack Lynskey
283-4600 ext. 10

Guidance
Amy Murphy
283-4600 ext. 20

Please contact the Guidance
Office for further information

High School Choice
Information
2011-2012

Gardner-Dickinson School

The Wynantskill Union Free School
District was established in the early
1950’s as a K through 8 District. As
such it does not have a High School
program of its’ own. Therefore stu-
dents are provided their High School
education through annual agreements
between our Board of Education and
the Boards of Education of other Dis-
tricts.

Currently Wynantskill U.F.S.D. has
High School tuition agreements with
the following Districts: Averill Park
Central School District, Brunswick Cen-
tral School District (Brittonkill), East
Greenbush Central School District, and
Troy City School District . These
choices are for residents of Wynant-
skill Union Free School District.

Students attending Gardner Dickin-
son that are residents of North Green-
bush Common School District (Little
Red) have different choices for High
School and these parents are directed
to speak with their district representa-
tive.



What is the process for High
School Choice

e Parent information evening will be held
each fall for parents of 8" grade students to
introduce the high school selection process.

e The Board of Education finalizes con-
tracts with participating districts in January.

¢ InJanuary and February parent informa-
tion sessions are held at participating
schools.

¢ During the month of February parents
will be asked to prioritize their high school
selections.

¢ In March selections are finalized and
transition plans are developed

e In April and May High School schedules
are planned

e In June, student records are sent to the
new schools

NOTE: Space in some of the schools is lim-
ited and may be determined by lottery.

Q. Do families pay tuition to attend public

high schools?

A. No. The school district of residence is le-

gally responsible for the education of all
school aged children within district
boundaries.

Q. We have not decided on whether our
child will attend a public or private
High School. Are there important time
frames we need to follow?

A. Yes. The decision to apply to a private

High School is entirely the parents’ re-
sponsibility and careful attention to that
process would need to be followed.
Eighth Grade Wynantskill U.F.S.D. stu-
dents and parents are advised of the pub-
lic High School choice process in the Fall
of their 8" Grade year and throughout the
school year. Timelines are shared and
careful attention should be paid to the
process in order to make a successful
transition to High School.

Q. If I have an older child in high school,

can my other children attend as well?

A. Yes, every effort is made to keep families

together, unless a different selection is
made by the parent.

Q. Who is responsible to transport my

child to High School?

A. Wynantskill U.F.S.D. will transport stu-

dents to all approved High Schools.
When Wynantskill U.F.S.D. is closed due
to weather related conditions, transporta-
tion will not be provided to any school.

Q. How do | choose a High School?

A. The High School choice program is co-

ordinated by our Guidance Counselor
who assists parents and students
throughout this process. Information is
presented by the Counselor and visita-
tions scheduled. Parents are advised to
visit the schools of interest prior to final
decisions being made. Information
about the districts may be found on their
web pages. Addresses are provided on
the back of this brochure.

. When will I know what high school

my child will be able to attend?

. All choice selections are completed by

parents and students in early March. In
the event that a lottery must be con-
ducted (due to limited enrollments at a
particular school that year), the results
are shared immediately after any lottery
is conducted.

. What are the current High School

choices available to the children of
Wynantskill U.F.S.D.?

The district has arrangements with
Averill Park, Troy, Brunswick
(Brittonkill), East Greenbush and Averill
Park.

. Can I change schools if | find out the

one chosen does not fit my child?

. Generally, no. However, if your child is

having difficulties at the high school, you
should contact the Guidance Office at
the high school to address those con-
cerns and work through any difficulties.



