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STUDENT DISMISSAL PRECAUTIONS REGULATION 

 

 The Superintendent or his/her designee shall maintain a list of individuals who are 

authorized to obtain the release of students in attendance at the school.  No student may be released 

to the custody of any individual not the parent or guardian of the student, unless the individual's 

name appears upon the list. 

 

 Parents or guardians may submit a list of individuals authorized to obtain the release of 

their children from school at the time of the child's enrollment.  The signature of the parent or 

guardian must be on or attached to such list. 

 

 A parent or guardian may amend a list submitted pursuant to this regulation at any time, in 

writing. 

 

 Certified copies of any court orders or divorce decrees provided by the custodial parent, 

which restrict a parent's ability to seek the release of their child, shall be maintained by the 

Principal. 

 

 If any individual seeks the release from school of a student he or she must report to the 

school office and present identification deemed satisfactory by the Superintendent or his/her 

designee, who must check the authorized list and relevant court orders or divorce decrees before a 

student may be released.  Particular caution should be exercised when the person seeking the 

release of a child exhibits to the school official an out-of-state custody order. 

 

 Early excuses for emergency reasons should be requested in writing by a parent/guardian.  

Medical releases are handled through the Nurse's Office.  All other reasons for release must go 

through the Main Office, and students must be picked up in the Main Office.  The person seeking 

the release must sign the register in the office. 

 

 In the event of an emergency, the Principal may release a student to some individual not 

appearing on the approved list only if the parent or guardian has been contacted by the Principal 

and has approved the release, and the Principal determines that an emergency exists. 
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STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 

 

 The Board of Education recognizes the educational values inherent in student participation 

in the extracurricular life of the school, and supports the concept of the formation of student groups 

for such purposes as building sound social relationships, developing interests in an academic area, 

and gaining an understanding of the elements and responsibilities of good citizenship. 

 

 The Superintendent, with the aid of students, faculty and administration, is charged with 

developing procedures for registering and regulating student groups or clubs.  Such procedures 

shall ensure that the district will register any group organized for a purpose not prohibited by Board 

policy or by law, if such group submits a list of its members designated as contacts, a copy of its 

constitution and/or bylaws, and the constitution and bylaws of any off-campus organization with 

which it may be affiliated.  Student groups may not restrict membership on the basis of race, sex, 

national origin or other arbitrary criteria. 

 

 Administrative regulations governing the use of school facilities shall abide by the Equal 

Access Act in the creation of a "limited open forum."  All noncurricula-related student activities, 

regardless of religious or political content, shall have the same opportunities as any other such 

activity to operate on school grounds. 

 

Ref: Education Law §§207; 1709-a; 2503-a; 2554-a  

 Equal Access Act, 20 U.S.C. §§4071-4074 

 8 NYCRR Part 172 

Board of Education of the Westside Community Schools v. Mergens, 496 U.S. 226 (1990) 

Garnett By Smith v. Renton School Dist. No. 403, 865 F.2d 1121 (9th Cir., 1989) 

Thompson v. Waynesboro Area School Dist., 673 F.Supp. 1379 (M.D. Pa. 1987) 

Student Coalition v. Lower Merion School Dist. Bd., 633 F.Supp. 1040 (E.D. Pa. 1986) 

Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School Dist., 393 U.S. 503, 89 S.Ct. 733 

(1969) 

Healy v. James, 408 U.S. 169, 92 S.Ct. 2338 (1972) 
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SCHOOL-SPONSORED STUDENT EXPRESSION 

 

 The Board of Education encourages student expression in its many forms, through all 

District-sponsored extracurricular and performance based activities.  The Board believes these 

activities are an important part of student learning and enrich the life of the school community. 

 

 The school newspaper, for example, is an important part of the school not only because it 

offers an educational activity through which students gain experience in reporting, writing, editing, 

and understanding responsible journalism, but also because it provides an opportunity for students 

to express their views in a responsible manner.  Each school-sponsored activity offers unique 

opportunities for students to engage in creative and educational modes of expression. 

 

All school-sponsored opportunities for student expression will comply with the rules set 

forth in this policy and in the Code of Conduct.  Libelous statements, unfounded charges and 

accusations, obscenity, false statements; materials or performances advocating or expressing 

prejudice, hatred, discrimination, harassment, bullying or violence on the basis of a protected class 

(e.g., actual or perceived race, color, weight, national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious 

practice, disability, sexual orientation, gender (including gender identity and gender expression), 

or sex), the breaking of laws and school policies and/or regulations; or materials or performances 

designed to disrupt the educational process will not be permitted. 

 

 In addition, the school-sponsored activities listed above are not considered public forums.  

In such cases, the Board reserves the right to edit or delete such student expression which it 

believes is inconsistent with the district’s basic educational mission. 

 

Procedural Due Process 

 

 When a student(s) presents material for inclusion in a school-sponsored publication to a 

school official with authority over the school publication, the school official must review and make 

a decision on inclusion in the publication within two (2) school days of submission of the material 

to him/her.  If publication is denied, the student(s) may appeal the decision to the Principal. If the 

principal agrees with the decision to withhold approval, the principal must state the reasons in 

writing and provide the students with a copy of the reasons within two (2) school days of the 

receipt of the appeal.  The aggrieved student(s) may within two (2) school days appeal in writing 

to the Superintendent.  The Superintendent must issue a written decision within two (2) school 

days after receiving the appeal. 

 

Cross-ref: 0100, Equal Opportunity/Nondiscrimination 

  0115, Student Harassment and Hazing Prevention and Intervention 

  5300, Code of Conduct 

  5225, Student Personal Expression 

 

Ref: Education Law Article 2, §§10-18 (Dignity for All Students Act) 
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 Morse v. Frederick, 127 S. Ct. 2618 (2007) 

 Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier, 484 US 260, 108 S. Ct. 562, (1988) (limits on 

student free speech rights in school-sponsored student publications) 

 Bethel School District v. Fraser, 478 US 675 (1986) 

Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School Dist., 393 US 503, (1969) (limits on 

student free speech rights in school setting) 

Thomas v. Board of Education, Granville Central School Dist., 607 F. 2d 1043 (1979)  

 Trachtman v. Anker, et al., 563 F. 2d 512 (1977)  

 Frasca v. Andrew et al., 463 F. Supp. 1043 (1979)  

 Matter of Beil and Scariati, 26 EDR 109 (1986) 
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