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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of our community-based school is to
create a safe, compassionate, progressive learning
environment that recognizes individual needs and
encourages all students to strive for personal and
educational excellence.

As a small, suburban school district, rich with
pride, we believe that by working together we can:
create a dynamic program based on character,
tolerance and diversity; provide opportunities for
all to reach their fullest potential; empower all to
achieve personal excellence; and encourage a
life-long love of learning.

Wynantskill

Union Free School District

A MESSAGE ABOUT THIS CALENDAR

Due to the uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, we have left many of our school events
out of this calendar. We hope to be able to add some of these events as the year progresses, or offer
other opportunities for our students, but at this time we simply do not know what events we will be able
to offer, particularly those involving large groups. We thought it was better to leave events off initially
and hopefully provide good news by adding them later than to include events and have to cancel them.

We considered not offering a calendar this year due to the uncertainty surrounding the school year but
decided to create one for families with the dates we do know along with photos of our students enjoying
school. We hope this calendar offers a little bit of normalcy to our community in such challenging times.

Thank you.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Who Do | Contact for Answers

About My Child’s Education?

1. If you have a question, your first contact should
be your child’s classroom teacher. Please call the
main office at (518) 283-4600 ext. 10 or visit www.
wynantskillufsd.org for email addresses.

2. Ifyou are not satisfied after speaking with your child’s
teacher, please contact the school principal by calling
the main office at (518) 283-4600 ext. 10.

3. If you are not satisfied after speaking with the prin-
cipal, please contact Superintendent Dr. Mary Yodis
at (518) 283-4600 ext. 14.

4. Ifyou are not satisfied after speaking with Dr. Yodis,
please contact the Board of Education by attending a
Board meeting or calling the District Clerk at (518)
283-4600 ext. 14.

Who Do | Contact If My Child

Will Miss School or Will Be Late?

If your child will be absent or late, please call the Health
Office at (518) 283-4600 ext. 18 by 8:30 a.m. This number
may be called at any time, day or night. If we do not hear
from you, School Nurse Tricia Gibbs will call you to
ensure your child is safe and accounted for. Please send
a note with the date and reason for your child’s absence
when your child returns to school.

Who Do | Contact for Answers

About Student Transportation?

Please contact Head Bus Driver Jim Worthington at (518)
283-4600 ext. 25 or (518) 376-8335 (cell).

Who Do | Contact for Answers

About School Lunch?

Please contact Food Service Manager Lori Audi at (518)
283-4600 ext. 22.
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WHERE TO GET YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Superintendent ............ . i Dr. Mary Yodis ................ (518) 283-4600 ext.
District Clerk . . ... Sharon Hillis .................. (518) 283-4600 ext.
Principal . ... To Be Determined. ............. (518) 283-4600 ext.
Main Office Secretary.............ccovviiiennnenn... Kathy Fazioli .................. (518) 283-4600 ext.
Transportation. ............oovviiiiniinen... Jim Worthington............... (518) 283-4600 ext.
Food Services Director.............ccoiiiiiieeneoo... LoriAudi..................... (518) 283-4600 ext.
NULSE. o oottt ettt e e e e e e e TriciaGibbs................... (518) 283-4600 ext.
Athletic Director. ...t DanDiSotto................... (518) 283-4600 ext.
School Counselor ..., Amy Murphy.................. (518) 283-4600 ext.
School Psychologist. .. ...........coooiiiiii i RebeccaDavis ................. (518) 283-4600 ext.
Buildings and Grounds Working Supervisor........... Andy Deguire ................. (518) 283-4600 ext.
New Student Registration .............. ... ... Kathy Fazioli .................. (518) 283-4600 ext.
Committee on Special Education Chairperson .. ....... RebeccaDavis ................. (518) 283-4600 ext.
Committee on Special Education Secretary ............ Brenda Alderman.............. (518) 283-4600 ext.
Accounts Payable/Receiver of Taxes .................. Denise Fitzgerald............... (518) 283-4600 ext.

District Treasurer ............vvutiiiineennnenn... Mary Ellen Angrisano .......... (518) 283-4600 ext.
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STAY CONNECTED

Question?

Whenever you have a question, please call Gardner-
Dickinson at (518) 283-4600. Commonly requested
phone extensions are available in this calendar and online
at www.wynantskillufsd.org.

School District Website

Our community is encouraged to visit www.wynantskil-
lufsd.org for the most up-to-date information about
the school district. The website is updated regularly and
includes resources such as an online calendar, emer-
gency announcements and stories about what students
are learning.

eNews

eNews is an email sent out every two weeks, sharing
upcoming events, emergency announcements and other
school information. Sign up by visiting www.wynantskil-
lufsd.org and clicking on “eNews”.

Facebook

Enjoy stories and photos of the great things going on at

Gardner-Dickinson on our Facebook page, www.face-
book.com/WynantskillUFSD. The social media

n site also provides reminders about upcoming
events and emergency announcements.

Twitter
For those who prefer Twitter, www.twitter.com/
WynantskillUFSD provides our community with
an alternative social media site to follow. The dis-
trict Twitter account provides announcements simi-
lar to the district Facebook page. You can also follow
Dr. Yodis at www.twitter.com/PrincipalYodis,
y and the Athletics program at www.twitter.com/
GDRoyals.

Parent Portal

Wynantskill UFSD offers a Parent Portal for parents
of students in grades 6-8. The portal offers parents a
secure, online way to access attendance, grades and other
information about their student. Call the Main Office at
518-283-4600 ext. 10 for questions.

Automated Phone Calls

Wynantskill UESD uses an automated phone system to
call parents in the event of an emergency such as clos-
ing early due to weather and to share other important
information. Please verify that we have your correct
contact information on file to ensure we can reach you
by calling Main Office Secretary Kathy Fazioli at (518)
283-4600 ext. 10.

Text Alerts

Wynantskill UFSD offers text alerts for parents who
would like to receive them on their cell phones. The
district will send text alerts for school delays, school
closings, and other important announcements. See www.
wynantskillufsd.org/text-alerts for more info.

GARDNER-DICKINSON
SCHOOL

HOME OF THE ROYALS




Who Do | Contact If My Child

Will Miss School or Will Be Late?

If your child will be absent or late, please call the Health
Office at (518) 283-4600 ext. 18 by 8:30 a.m. This number
may be called at any time, day or night. If we do not hear
from you, School Nurse Tricia Gibbs will call you to ensure
your child is safe and accounted for. Please send a note
with the date and reason for your child’s absence when
your child returns to school.

If Your Child Is Sick

If your child is sick, they should be fever-free without
medication for 24 hours before returning to school. The
same rule applies to vomiting. If your child has vomited
within the last 24 hours, they should stay at home. Please
help us keep everyone healthy!

Free or Reduced Breakfast

and Lunch Program Guidelines

Children from households that meet federal income
guidelines are eligible for free or reduced meals. Parents
whose children are eligible are encouraged to participate.
Participation is completely confidential. Information and
application forms are mailed home to parents and are also
available at www.wynantskillufsd.org.

Emergency Closing Announcements

If the district needs to close school because of an emergency
or inclement weather, an announcement will be made
on our district website, Facebook page, Twitter account,
eNews, text alerts, and local television and radio stations.
If the district needs to close school early, an automated
phone call will be made to all designated student emer-
gency contacts. Please ensure your Emergency Contact
Information is up-to-date to ensure you receive these
phone calls.




BOARD OF EDUCATION

Andrew Lanesey, President
Darcy Mack, Vice President
Cathleen Castle

Keith Hirokawa

Eric Strang

The Board of Education consists of five
district residents, elected to three-year
unpaid terms of service. Meetings are held
each month. The public is welcome to
attend. Meeting agendas, minutes and audio
are available at www.wynantskillufsd.org.

Please Ensure Accurate

Contact Information

If you have a new phone number, email address or
home address, please call the Main Office at (518) 283-
4600 ext. 10 to update your information. In the event
of an emergency, it is important we have the correct
contact information on file. If you are unsure whether
Gardner-Dickinson has the correct information, please
call the Main Office and Ms. Fazioli can verify for you.

Early Release Requests

If your student needs to be excused early from school,
please submit a written request to the Main Office
before the start of school. Parents are required to pick
up students at the Main Office and sign them out for
early dismissal.

No Changes in Transportation

Due to COVID-19

In order to keep our students as healthy and safe as
possible, Wynantskill UFSD will not be able to accom-
modate changes in transportation this year.

We apologize for the inconvenience but we feel this

is necessary given the health crisis and the challenges
that changing bus routes will create. Thank you.

Wynantskill

Union Free School District




SEPTEMBER 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday

Superintendent Conference Day | Superintendent Conference Day
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

LABOR DAY Superintendent Conference Day = Superintendent Conference Day
DISTRICT CLOSED NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS First Day of School

18

17

Board of Education Meeting, ROSH HASHANAH
7 p.m. (Begins at Sundown)

. AUGUST 2020 OCTOBER 2020

M T T F S S M T T F S

1 1 2 3
3 4 6 7 8 4 5 6 8 910
10 11 13 14 15 11 12 13 15 16 17
17 18 20 21 22 19 20 22 23 24
24 25 27 28 29 25 26 27 29 30 31
31

YOM KIPPUR
(Begins at Sundown)




Sunday

SEPTEMBER 2020
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

Monday

NOVEMBER 2020
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

COLUMBUS DAY
DISTRICT CLOSED

OCTOBER 2020

Tuesday

Picture Day

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday




NOVEMBER 2020

Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday

ELECTION DAY . . . .

Emergency Early Release Drill —

15 Minute Early Dismissal VETERANS DAY
1st Quarter Ends DISTRICT CLOSED Report Cards Sent Home

26

Pre-K-5 Early Dismissal —
11:00 a.m. THANKSGIVING DAY
Gr. 6-8 Early Dismissal — DISTRICT CLOSED DISTRICT CLOSED

11:40 a.m. THANKSGIVING RECESS - NO SCHOOL

Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m.

OCTOBER 2020 DECEMBER 2020
M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5
5 6 7 8 910 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
12 13 14 15 16 17 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
19 20 21 22 23 24 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
26 27 28 29 30 31 27 28 29 30 31




DECEMBER 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday

NOVEMBER 2020 JANUARY 2021
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 1 2 3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

7

HANNUKAH
Picture Retake Day (Begins at Sundown)

17

Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m.

25

CHRISTMAS DAY
CHRISTMAS EVE DISTRICT CLOSED

Gr. 6-8 Progress Reports Mailed HOLIDAY RECESS — NO SCHOOL

31

NEW YEAR’S EVE
HOLIDAY RECESS — NO SCHOOL




JANUARY 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday

DECEMBER 2020 FEBRUARY 2021
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 6

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
27 28 29 30 31 28

21

NEW YEAR’S DAY
DISTRICT CLOSED

HOLIDAY RECESS — NO SCHOOL

18

MARTIN LUTHER

KING JR. DAY Board of Education Meeting,
DISTRICT CLOSED 7 p.m.

2nd Quarter Ends



FEBRUARY 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
DISTRICT CLOSED

MID-WINTER RECESS — NO SCHOOL

Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m.

JANUARY 2021 MARCH 2021
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 31
31




MARCH 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday
11

18

Saturday

Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m.

PASSOVER BEGINS

FEBRUARY 2021 APRIL 2021
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 910
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
28 25 26 27 28 29 30




Sunday

MARCH
S M T
1 2
7 8 9
14 15 16
21 22 23
28 29 30

EASTER

2021
W T F S
3 4 5 6
10 11 12 13
17 18 19 20
24 25 26 27
31

APRIL 2021

Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday

MAY
S M

2 3
9 10
16 17
23 24
30 31

2021
T W T F S 1
1
4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29
GOOD FRIDAY
NO SCHOOL

| .-

SPRING RECESS — NO SCHOOL

1 5
Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m. 3rd Quarter Ends
20 21

Report Cards Sent Home
Gr. 3-8 ELA Testing Window Gr. 3-8 ELA Testing Window Gr. 3-8 ELA Testing Window

Saturday




MAY 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday
APRIL 2021 JUNE 2021
S M W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5
4 5 7 8 910 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
11 12 14 15 16 17 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
18 19 21 22 23 24 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
25 26 28 29 30 27 28 29 30

Gr. 3-8 Math Testing Window Gr. 3-8 Math Testing Window Gr. 3-8 Math Testing Window

1 1
MOTHER’S DAY Budget Hearing, 7 p.m.

Gr. 6-8 Progress Reports Mailed

BUDGET VOTE Board of Education Meeting,
Noon-9 p.m. 7 p.m.

24

31

MEMORIAL DAY
DISTRICT CLOSED

Saturday




JUNE 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday

7

Gr. 4 & 8 NYS Science
Written Exam

Wednesday | Thursday

10

Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m.

24

Friday

14

4th Quarter Ends

Last Day of School
Report Cards Sent Home
FATHER’S DAY Graduation Ceremony, 7 p.m.

MAY 2021
S M T W T F S

1
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

27 28

2 3 4

20

18

Saturday

JULY 2021
S M T T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 910
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31




Sunday

JUN 2021
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

INDEPENDENCE DAY

E
SMTWTFs

Monday

AUGUST 2021

SMITWTFs

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

INDEPENDENCE DAY
OBSERVED
DISTRICT CLOSED

JULY 2021

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday Saturday




AUGUST 2021

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

JULY 2021

SMITWTFs

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 910
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Saturday

SEPTEMBER 2021
SMTWTFs

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30




Dignity for All Students Act

All students have a right to attend school in a safe, welcom-
ing and caring environment. To help ensure all schools
support a school climate where students can learn and
focus, New York State passed the Dignity for All Students
Act in 2012 which created procedures to ensure every
school environment is free of discrimination and harass-
ment. This includes school property such as playgrounds,
athletic fields, school buses and school-sponsored events.

Wynantskill UFSD fully supports the Dignity for All
Students Act. The Board of Education has adopted a policy
to help prevent student harassment and bullying. That
policy along with additional information is available at
www.wynantskillufsd.org.

If parents have any concerns about harassment or bul-
lying, please report them immediately to Superintendent
Mary Yodis at (518) 283-4600 ext. 10. or School Counselor
Amy Murphy at (518) 283-4600 ext. 27

Title IX Compliance Officer Amy Murphy and
Section 504 Compliance Officer Mary Yodis

The Wynantskill UFSD hereby advises students, parents,
employees and the general public that it offers employ-
ment and educational opportunities without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age,
creed or marital status.

District Asbestos Management Plan

The Wynantskill Union Free School District Asbestos
Management Plan for school year 2020-2021 has been
updated and is in compliance with the EPA Asbestos
Hazard Emergency Response Act.

This memo is intended to fulfill annual notification,
stating that the Asbestos Management Plan for the
school building is available in the Buildings and Grounds
Department.
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